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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-51 have been examined and are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chiu et al. (U.S. Patent 6,452,61 5) and King et al. (U.S. Patent 6,721 ,288). 

4. As per claims 1,18, 35, Chiu teaches a system comprising a server configured to 
respond to requests requesting a portion of stored information, the stored information 
comprising 

first information captured by one or more capture devices during a first 
presentation, and (Chiu, col. 4, lines 47-60) 

a note-taking device for taking notes during the first presentation in a notes 
document, (Chiu, col. 4, lines 35-60; see user device and structure of figs. 1 and 8) 

a method of taking notes comprising: receiving, at the note-taking device during 
the first presentation, a first request to insert a first portion of the first information in a 
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first location in the notes document; (Chiu, col. 6, lines 6-28; see request processing of 
fig. 5 and system overview in fig. 8) 

determining if the first request can be processed; (Chiu, col. 6, lines 28-34 and 
50-54). 

However, while Chiu teaches storing a request (see Chiu, col. 6, lines 50-54 
where a portion of the information may be saved as an unfulfilled request to save local 
device storage space), Chiu fails to teach storing the first request in the notes document 
upon determining that the first request cannot be processed. 

King teaches a method for asynchronous request management based on 
network availability (King, abstract and col. 6, lines 10-32) that stores requests that 
cannot be processed (King, col. 6, line 56 to col. 7, line 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Chiu and King to provide the request 
management of King in the system of Chiu, because doing so would facilitate a 
reduction in network delays for the note-taking device by enabling it to make 
asynchronous requests and process information while the requests are stored in the 
background (King, abstract). 

5. As per claims 2, 19, and 36, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein 
determining if the first request can be processed comprises determining if the note- 
taking device can communicate with the server, and the first request cannot be 
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processed if it is determined that the note-taking device cannot communicate with the 
server (King, col. 7, lines 6-19). 

6. As per claims 3, 20, and 37, Chiu-King teaches the system further comprising: 
determining, subsequent to storing the first request in the notes document, if the 

note-taking device can communicate with the server; and processing the first request 
upon determining that the note-taking device can communicate with the server (Chiu, 
col. 6, lines 6-28; see request processing of fig. 5 and system overview in fig. 8, where a 
server request is processed as normal when the server is available). 

7. As per claims 4, 21 , and 38, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein 
determining if the note-taking device can communicate with the server comprises: 

detecting a first signal after storing the first request in the notes document; and 
determining if the note-taking device can communicate with the server responsive to the 
first signal (King, col. 11, lines 26-59 and col. 9, lines 53-61). 

8. As per claims 5, 22, and 39, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
first signal is generated when the notes document is opened (King, col. 9, lines 53-61). 

9. As per claims 6, 23, and 40, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
first signal is generated at a periodic interval (King, col. 11, lines 26-59). 
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1 0. As per claims 7, 24, and 41 , Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
first signal is generated in response to an action performed by a user of the note-taking 
device (King, col. 9, lines 53-61). 

11. As per claims 8, 25, and 42, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein 
processing the first request comprises: 

communicating the first request from the note-taking device to the server; (Chiu, 
col. 6, lines 6-28; see request processing of fig. 5 and system overview in fig. 8) 

receiving, at the note-taking device, the first portion of the first information from 
the server; and inserting the first portion of the first information in the first location in the 
notes document (Chiu, col. 6, lines 28-34 and fig. 7). 

12. As per claims 9, 26, and 43, Chiu-King teaches the system further comprising: 
communicating, from the note-taking device to the server, information identifying 

a user of the note-taking device requesting the first portion of the first information; (King, 
col. 12, lines 38-59) 

determining, at the server, if the user is authorized to receive the first portion of 
the first information; and communicating the first portion of the first information from the 
server to the note-taking device if it is determined that the user is authorized to receive 
the first portion of the first information (King, col. 23, lines 1-7 and 34-49; see account 
management of fig. 11). 
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1 3. As per claims 1 0, 27, and 44, Chiu-King teaches the system further comprising: 
communicating, from the note-taking device to the server, information identifying 

a user of the note-taking device requesting the first portion of the first information; and 
(King, col. 12, lines 38-59) 

determining, at the server, if the user is authorized to receive the first portion of 
the first information (King, col. 23, lines 1-7 and 34-49; see account management of fig. 
11). 

14. As per claims 1 1 , 28, and 45, Chiu-King teaches the system further comprising: 
determining one or more requests stored in the notes document, the one or more 

requests including the first request; communicating the first request from the note-taking 
device to the server; (Chiu, col. 6, lines 6-28; see request processing of fig. 5 and 
system overview in fig. 8) 

receiving, at the note-taking device from the server, the first portion of the first 
information; and inserting the first portion of the first information in the first location in 
the notes document (Chiu, col. 6, lines 28-34 and fig. 7). 

1 5. As per claims 1 2, 29, and 46, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
first portion of the first information is a slide displayed during the first presentation (Chiu, 
col. 4, lines 47-60 and col. 5, lines 8-20; see also fig. 7). 
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16. As per claims 13, 30, and 47, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
first portion of the first information is at least one of an audio segment recorded during 
the first presentation and a video segment recorded during the first presentation (Chiu, 
col. 4, lines 47-60 and col. 5, lines 8-20; see also fig. 7). 

17. As per claims 14, 31 , and 48, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
first portion of the first information is at least one of an image displayed during the first 
presentation, and text information recorded during the first presentation (Chiu, col. 4, 
lines 47-60 and col. 5, lines 8-20; see also fig. 7). 

18. As per claims 15, 32, and 49, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein 
storing the first request in the notes document comprises: inserting a visual marker in 
the first location in the notes document indicative of the first request (Chiu, see, e.g., fig. 
7). 

19. As per claims 16, 33, and 50, Chiu-King teaches the system further wherein the 
stored information further comprises second information captured by one or more 
capture devices during a second presentation, the method further comprising: 

receiving, at the note-taking device during the first presentation, a second 

r 

request to insert a first portion of the second information in a second location in the 
notes document; determining if the second request can be processed; and (Chiu, col. 6, 
lines 6-28; see request processing of fig. 5 and system overview in fig. 8) 
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storing the second request in the notes document upon determining that the 
second request cannot be processed (King, col. 6, line 56 to col. 7, line 6). 

20. As per claims 17, 34, and 51 , Chiu-King teaches the system further comprising: 
identifying one or more requests stored in the notes document, the one or more 

requests including the first request and the second request; (King, col. 7, lines 6-19) 
communicating the first request and the second request from the note-taking 

device to the server; (Chiu, col. 6, lines 6-28; see request processing of fig. 5 and 

system overview in fig. 8) 

receiving, at the note-taking device from the server, the first portion of the first 

information and the first portion of the second information; inserting the first portion of 

the first information in the first location in the notes document; and inserting the first 

portion of the second information in the second location in the notes document (Chiu, 

col. 6, lines 28-34 and fig. 7). 

Conclusion 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. This includes: 

U.S. PGPub 2003/0234772, which describes a method of whiteboard content 
and audio signals of a meeting to improve note-taking capabilities; 
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U.S. PGPub 2004/0143630, which describes a system of sharing and recording 
presentation information for later display to users using a request queuing technique; 
and 

U.S. PGPub 2004/0263636, which describes a method for teleconferencing and 
recording of meetings for delayed user display. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Taylor whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3889. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 5:30pm, 
with alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Nicholas Taylor 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 
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